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MEETING MINUTES 
 

April 24, 2008 
 
 
Project:  Former Camp Butner Restoration Advisory Board 
 
Date: April 24, 2008, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
 
Place:  Butner Town Operations Building 
 
 Butner, North Carolina 
 
Attendees:  Sam Colella, USACE Wilmington (Co-Chair, Government Representative); 
Richard Veazey, Granville County Resident (Co-Chair); Barry Baker, Granville County 
Vicky Cates, Granville County Resident; Doug Logan, Granville County Emergency 
Management; Tommy Marrow, Town of Butner; Marti Morgan, NCDENR; Hope Taylor-
Guevara, Clean Water for NC and Resident; (Raymond Livermore, John Baden, and Bob 
Keistler, USACE Wilmington; Harry Coleman, Butner Creedmoor News, Amanda 
Greenberg, Resident, and Robert Nore, USA Environmental.) 
 
Prepared by: Robert Nore 
 
Topic:  RAB Meeting 14 
 
 
INTRODUCTION  
 
At 6:32 p.m. Co-Chairman Richard Veazey called the meeting to order.  Minutes from 
the January 24 meeting were approved.  Mr. Veazey also added two items to the agenda:  
Camp Butner Joint Land Use Study and discussion of the next meeting place.   
 
WORK UPDATE 
 
Robert (Bob) Nore, Project Manager with USA Environmental gave a slide presentation 
of the work accomplished at Area 4, Range Complex 2, Unit 1 (See Attachment 1).  He 
reviewed the work accomplished to date, reviewed acronyms and explained typical work 
methods for clearing of 2 acres around each residence.   
 
He explained that USA Environmental could be finished with Complex 2, Unit 1 by the 
end of the next week depending on how much debris they run into.  For Complex 2, Unit 
1, he showed photos of some of the 155mm UXO item found during the clearance and 
explained the procedures used to detonate the item without damage to the nearby 
residences.  He explained that Huntsville USACE provided calculations on how much 
soil to pile over the round.  He explained that a trench was dug to interrupt the shock 
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wave from the detonation to prevent damage to the foundations, and plywood put over 
the windows to prevent breakage.  Ne noted that no damage was done to the homes.   
 
Mr. Nore also reviewed progress in Area 4C, explaining that the hunting lodge was the 
only residence remaining to be cleared for that area, and that USA had to wait for the 
finish of turkey hunting season before starting clearance.   
 
A question was asked about how the detonation was performed, and Mr. Nore explained 
that oil well perforators are shaped charges that are placed on the base end and fuze end 
and burn through the metal to set off the explosives. 
 
Another question was whether USA personnel could work in the rain. Mr. Nore 
explained that they could work in the rain, but not in the lightning.   
 
FUTURE WORK DISCUSSION 
 
Mr. Livermore discussed the difficulties in obtaining rights of entry in Area 4E, and that 
USACE was looking for help from the RAB to talk to the residents to convince them to 
allow the work.   
 
When asked why the residents didn’t seem to want to allow access, Mr. Livermore 
explained that the residents react differently.  For instance, one of the residents along 
Little Mountain Road had told him during a site visit earlier in the week that they had 
been living there for 25 years and didn’t see that they had a hazard, so were not too 
excited about a cleanup.  As another example, Mr. McCorkle didn’t seem to think there 
was a problem until the 155mm was found in his yard, then was very accepting of the 
cleanup efforts.  The owner of the nursery across Enon Road from McCorkle’s property 
has changed his mind too, recently inquiring about the cleanup on his property. 
 
A discussion ensued on the motives for resident refusals, with Barry Baker wondering if 
it might be advisable for the RAB to send the owners a letter encouraging the residents to 
cooperate.  Mr. Livermore showed a map of the area around Area 4E, and showed where 
UXO had been found during the EE/CA and during the ordnance clearance at Area 4D.    
Bob Kiestler brought up the difficulty within the USACE of defining a process for 
warning residents if they refuse to allow a clearance of their property.  Hope Taylor-
Guevara wondered if deed restrictions could be put on the properties if they refuse 
cleanup.  Barry Baker said that the Register of Deeds for the county can determine 
whether a deed restriction is possible.  Mr. Veazey stated that an issue that has come up a 
lot in the past is that when an owner gets ready to sell a property, isn’t there some sort of 
paper that the Corps can’t provide stating that the property had been cleared of ordnance, 
but that there is no guarantee they got everything.  Mr. Baden responded that USACE 
could issue a “comfort” letter telling what was done and what was found, that refers the 
owner to the final report, but that they can’t guarantee anything.  The problem with this 
type of letter is that too many people misinterpret the meaning.   
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Mr. Livermore reported on the future work that has been awarded (See Attachment 2).  
Currently, there are three units of residential dwellings within the remaining lands of 
Area 4 that have been awarded to date.  The first unit (Range Complex 2, Unit 1) is 
currently being addressed by USA Environmental.  The second unit (Range Complex 1, 
Unit 1) to begin upon completion of Range Complex 2, Unit 1, is along Isham Chambers 
Road and was selected to take advantage of the proximity of the planned work at Area 
4E.  The final unit which has been awarded (Range Complex 1, Unit 2) is along Little 
Mountain Road, and has a high priority since it is within the deed restricted area between 
the National Guard property and East Range Road.  The clearance activities for this area 
will begin about July.  During the presentation, Mr. Livermore showed a map 
(Attachment 3) which illustrated the areas for these units. 
 
He also discussed the next two units to be addressed based on funding availability.  The 
first of these units (Complex 2, Unit 2) would include residential dwellings along Moriah 
Road and Clayton Road.  The second of these units (Complex 1, Unit 3) would focus 
along Roberts Chapel Road within the deed restricted area between the National Guard 
property and East Range Road.   
 
Mr. Veazey volunteered to prepare a letter (with USACE help) to the Area 4E residents 
telling them that if they did not provide right of entry their properties would be put at the 
bottom of the list.   
 
A short discussion followed on the developers who are trying to get their properties 
cleared.  Mr. Livermore explained that Ms. Currin, who is working a development along 
East Range Road, has indicated that she is seeking help from a UXO firm to assist in 
clearance of her property.  He indicated that the power companies are going in that 
direction also of hiring the work done.   
 
UXO SIGN UPDATE 
 
Bob Keistler indicated that they were still in the same pattern of being unable to put a 
contract in place for erection of the signs.  Mr. Veazey stated that it’s been over a year, 
and is there some issue to be discussed that the RAB can help overcome?  Bob Nore 
indicated that USA’s contract allowed for such installation, and Mr. Keistler informed the 
RAB that they would be going to USA to get the work accomplished.   
 
Ray Livermore showed a picture of the sign (Attachment 4).  He said he had driven 
around the area with a representative of the State DOT and NCDENR and believed they 
had identified 36 sign locations.  They will provide the sign information to USA 
Environmental.   
 
SCHOOL PROGRAM UPDATE 
 
Doug Logan said there was nothing new and specific on school programs.  Mr. Veazey 
stated that the Camp Butner Land Use Committee was very interested in how the school 
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awareness program had been executed, and wants to know more about how the RAB 
informed or trained them. 
 
ORDNANCE DISCOVERY UPDATE 
 
Mr. Logan said there had been no reported discoveries since the last RAB.   Mr. Veazey 
said there had been no discoveries on his property since it was cleared. 
 
JOINT LAND USE STUDY 
Mr. Baker, a chairman of the Environmental subcommittees, briefed the RAB on the JLU 
Study.  He said it has been working for the last 1 ½ years, that it started through the 
KERR-TAR Council of Governments. Policy group consisted of representatives from 
Granville, Durham, the Town of Butner and Town of Stem, State employees and ex-
officio members.  The National Guard site has expanded and is trying to establish a 
relationship with their neighbors to solve problems with noise and residential 
encroachment.  They are providing a mile buffer around the National Guard site.  They 
have established technical subcommittees which include a GIS component, a Land Use 
component, and an Unexploded Ordnance component.  They will have a web site 
established through KERR-TAR, which will probably have a link to the Camp Butner 
project web site.  There will be a public mail out notice in June or July to residents in the 
one-mile buffer area to get public comment.  They expect work to come to fruition in 
about one more year.   
 
KERR-TAR was explained to be a Council of Governments that covers a 5-county area.  
Mr. Baker explained that the effort is an attempt to avoid misunderstandings regarding 
noise.  Department of Defense is funding the effort.  It’s the first National Guard site 
funded for this type of effort.  Mr. Veazey explained that he had a map of the buffer area 
and Shelby Powell of KERR-TARR Council of Governments (919-436-2048).  
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
Mr. Harry Coleman asked whether additional studies were planned where the Biolab will 
be located.  Mr. Livermore explained that the EE/CA studies did not identify the site as 
an area for further study.  Ms. Taylor-Guevara noted that when the RAB was setting 
priorities, that had not been one of the priority sites.  Mr. Baden added that all the 
information the Corps had indicated that this area was entirely outside the ranges, except 
for the possibility of a grenade range.  They found through a careful records review that 
there were indications that the grenade range had never been used for that purpose.   
 
Mr. Coleman followed up with a question on Lakeview Subdivision and that unexploded 
ordnance had been found there when none had been found before.  Mr. Baden explained 
that the ordnance was found as a result of the EE/CA and that Lakeview was nowhere 
near the Biolab location.  A map was produced which showed the range outlines and 
where studies were conducted during the EE/CA.  Mr. Livermore and Mr. Baden were 
able to show that the Biolab was outside the range areas, and that no munitions 
indications were found during the EE/CA.   
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Mr. Veazey asked if the Corps could come up with an estimate of how much cost and 
time it would take to conduct a survey of the area to see if they could find ordnance.  The 
Corps said they had neither reason nor funding to do the survey, but Mr. Veazey said that 
this was just in case the public asked.  The Corps asked how large of an area would they 
be talking about (150-175 acres).  Mr. Nore noted that it also depends on what you mean 
by survey-whether you’re checking some or all of the anomalies.  Mr. Veazey dropped 
the subject, agreeing that it was a complex answer to a simple question.   
 
Mr. Baker said that it had been some time since there had been a discussion of funds.  It 
would be interesting to see how we’ve done financially.  Mr. Kiestler said that the Corps 
would brief the RAB at the next meeting on funding status.  Mr. Livermore noted that 
funding for Butner has been affected by other projects such as the one in Florida.  Mr. 
Baker said that the RAB has always understood that funds could be impacted by other 
projects. 
 
Mr. Logan noted that one thing he’s been proud of how the group has treated each 
individual the same.  One of the concerns, though, is that new areas are being identified 
that may need attention.   
 
RAB MEETING TIME AND LOCATION 
 
Mr. Veazey thanked Doug Logan for providing the meeting place for this meeting, and 
then informed the RAB that he has reserved the Butner Sewer Authority building at 209 
B Street.  The next meeting will be on 24 July at 6:30 PM.   
 
CLOSING/ACTION ITEMS 
 
At 8:00 p.m., the motion to adjourn was unanimously carried. 
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USA Environmental, Inc.USA Environmental, Inc.

Camp Camp ButnerButner
Removal ActionRemoval Action

24 April 200824 April 2008



USA Environmental, Inc.USA Environmental, Inc.

Work CompletedWork Completed

•• Site Visit Site Visit Aug 05Aug 05
•• Work PlanWork Plan Dec 15, 05Dec 15, 05
•• Area 1A CompletedArea 1A Completed Feb 17, 06Feb 17, 06
•• Lakeview Sub. Lakeview Sub. ComplCompl.. Oct 11, 06Oct 11, 06
•• Area 4AArea 4A CompletedCompleted Jan 30, 07Jan 30, 07
•• Area 4D CompletedArea 4D Completed Apr 05, 07Apr 05, 07
•• Area 4B CompletedArea 4B Completed Dec 19, 07Dec 19, 07
•• Area 4C 90% CompleteArea 4C 90% Complete Nov 28, 07Nov 28, 07
•• Area 4, Complex 2, Unit 1 (5)Area 4, Complex 2, Unit 1 (5) Apr 08, 08Apr 08, 08
•• Area 4, Complex 2, Unit 1 (10)Area 4, Complex 2, Unit 1 (10) Est. May 01Est. May 01



USA Environmental, Inc.USA Environmental, Inc.

Definitions

•• MEC MEC –– Munitions & Explosives of ConcernMunitions & Explosives of Concern
–– UXO UXO –– Unexploded OrdnanceUnexploded Ordnance
–– DMM DMM –– Discarded Military MunitionsDiscarded Military Munitions
–– MC MC –– Munitions ConstituentsMunitions Constituents

•• MD MD –– Munitions DebrisMunitions Debris
•• MSD MSD –– Minimum Separation DistanceMinimum Separation Distance
•• HE HE –– High ExplosiveHigh Explosive



USA Environmental, Inc.USA Environmental, Inc.

Removal ProceduresRemoval Procedures

•• Measure 2Measure 2--acre envelope around acre envelope around 
residencesresidences

•• Lay out grids and lanes Lay out grids and lanes 
•• Clear vegetation and surface clutterClear vegetation and surface clutter
•• MagMag/dig /dig 
•• Dispose of MEC/MDDispose of MEC/MD



USA Environmental, Inc.USA Environmental, Inc.

Clearance Results Clearance Results 
Area 4 Complex 2Area 4 Complex 2

•• Cleared 10 residences (20 acres) Cleared 10 residences (20 acres) 
•• Evacuations Evacuations –– 38 38 -- MSD 395MSD 395’’
•• 15,364 digs15,364 digs
•• MEC items MEC items –– 155mm HE projectile (UXO)155mm HE projectile (UXO)
•• Munitions Debris Munitions Debris –– 1209 lbs1209 lbs

–– 105/155mm projectile fragment105/155mm projectile fragment
–– mortar finmortar fin
–– Projectile Projectile fuzesfuzes



USA Environmental, Inc.USA Environmental, Inc.



USA Environmental, Inc.USA Environmental, Inc.



USA Environmental, Inc.USA Environmental, Inc.

155mm HE Projectile & Duke Home155mm HE Projectile & Duke Home



USA Environmental, Inc.USA Environmental, Inc.

155mm HE & McCorkle Home155mm HE & McCorkle Home



USA Environmental, Inc.USA Environmental, Inc.

155mm demolition setup155mm demolition setup



USA Environmental, Inc.USA Environmental, Inc.

155mm HE Demolition Setup155mm HE Demolition Setup



USA Environmental, Inc.USA Environmental, Inc.

Remaining 2008 WorkRemaining 2008 Work

•• Area 4C Area 4C –– 1 Dwelling1 Dwelling
•• Area 4 Remaining Lands, Complex 1Area 4 Remaining Lands, Complex 1

–– Unit 1 (10 Dwellings)Unit 1 (10 Dwellings)
–– Unit 2 (10 Dwellings)Unit 2 (10 Dwellings)

•• Dispose of MD Dispose of MD -- SmelterSmelter
•• Prepare Report on Work AccomplishedPrepare Report on Work Accomplished
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April 24, 2008

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Wilmington District

Restoration Advisory Board Meeting 
for the 

Former Camp Butner, North Carolina



Work Update
AREA CONTRACT STATUS SCHEDULE/STATUS

Area 1A Complete Complete Feb 2006

Lakeview Complete Complete Oct 2006

Area 4A Complete Complete Jan 2007

Area 4D Complete Complete April 2007

Area 4C Awarded One Property 
Remaining

Area 4B Complete Complete Dec 2007

Area 4E Awarded Waiting for ROEs

Area 4 Range Complex 2, 
Unit 1  (15 Residences)

Currently Working FY2008

Area 4 Range Complex 1, 
Unit 1 (10 Residences)

Awarded March 2007 FY2008

Area 4 Range Complex  1 
Unit 2 (10 Residences)

Awarded September 
2007

FY2008



Future Work Update

• One property (hunting lodge) remains to be 
completed in Area 4C.  Scheduled after 
Turkey Season on May 11.

• Area 4, Range Complex 1, Unit 1 (10 
residences) – 10 ROEs obtained.  Scheduled 
to begin approximately mid May 2008.

• Area 4, Range Complex 1, Unit 2 (10 
residences) – 3 ROEs obtained.  Scheduled 
to begin approximately mid July 2008.



Questions
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